ST. FRANCIS XAVIER JUNIOR NATIONAL SCHOOL

Enrolment/Admission Policy 2020

This policy is set out in accordance with the provisions of the Education Act (Admissions to Schools Act) 2018. The Board of Management trusts that by so doing, parents will be assisted in relation to enrolment matters and that furthermore, the Chairperson of the Board of Management Mr. Gearóid Hodgins and the Principal Teacher Mrs. Heidi Collins will be happy to clarify any further matters arising from the policy.

The school is named St. Francis Xavier Junior National School and is situated in the Parish of St. Brigid, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15.

It is a Catholic School under the Patronage of The Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin.
There are presently 25 teachers in the school, including the Principal. There are 4 Junior Infant classes, 4 Senior Infant classes , 4 First classes,  4 Second classes, 7 Special Education Teachers supporting learning and Language under the General Allocation Model, 1 ASD Class Teacher.

St. Francis Xavier J.N.S. is a mixed primary school catering for both boys and girls from Junior Infants up to and including Second Class.
St. Francis Xavier Junior National School has a special class for children with Autism.  It is vital that we are in a position to integrate the children attending this class with mainstream classes.  Therefore, we can only accept applications from children that are aged between the ages of 4 and 7 on the 1st June 2020.  

For enrolment information regarding the Autism Class, please see Appendix 1. 

The school depends on the grants and teacher resources provided by the Department of Education and Science and it operates within the regulations laid down, from time to time, by the Department. School policy must have regard to the resources and funding available.

The school follows the curricular programmes prescribed by the Department of Education and Science, which may be amended from time to time, in accordance with Sections 9 and 30 of the Education Act (1998).
Within the context and parameters of the Department’s regulations and programmes, the rights of the Patron as set out in The Education Act, and the funding and resources available, the school supports the principles of:
· Inclusiveness, particular with reference to the enrolment of children with a disability or other special educational need;

· Equality of access and participation in the school;

· Parental choice in relation to enrolment.
· Respect for the diversity of values, beliefs, traditions, languages and ways of life in society.

St. Francis Xavier Junior National School opens at 8.50am and closes at 2.30pm. Infant classes go home at 1.30 pm. 

Applicants must be at least four years of age by the First of June of the year in which they apply. Compulsory attendance at school does not apply until the age of 6 years. Junior Infants starting school will only be enrolled in September.  Every effort will be made to accommodate all applicants.

In the event of the number of children seeking enrolment in any given class/ standard exceeding the number of places available, the following criteria will be used to prioritise children for enrolment:

1. Children living within the boundaries of the catchment area specified in this document and the brothers and sisters (including step-siblings, resident at same address) of children attending St. Francis Xavier Junior and Senior Schools. 
2. Children of current Staff Members of St. Francis Xavier Junior and Senior Schools.

3. Other children applying for a place in St. Francis Xavier Junior National School are entitled to a place if there are vacancies after categories 1 and 2 have been accommodated.

In the event of the number of children seeking enrolment in any given class/standard exceeding the number of places available the Board of Management may invoke an earlier date of birth cut-off date in conjunction with the above criteria.
The catchment area, for enrolment purposes is:

Summerfield Estate, Kirkpatrick Drive and Avenue, Rockfield Park, Close and Drive, Coolmine Close, Green, Road, Park, Lawn, Boulevard, Woods and Mews.  Orchard Court, Grove, Close and Green, Clonsilla Road 52-132 and 113 – 201.  Broadway Road, Drive, Park & Grove, Woodview Grove.  Roselawn Road 76 – 174 and 139 – 181.  Roselawn Glade, Crescent, Walk and Drive.  Glenville Estate (all), Delwood Estate (all) and Brompton (all). Verdemont, Westend, Grove Road and Waterville.
It is the duty of parents to ensure that with the completed Application Form the School Secretary has all of the following:

A. An original Birth Certificate (together with a photocopy) 
B. Two of the following as proof of address (these must be dated within two months of application):

a) Electricity Bill

b) Gas Bill

c) Landline Telephone Bill 

d) Lease Agreement
The Board of Management will communicate arrangements regarding enrolment through the school website, Parents Association Newsletters, Parish Bulletin, Announcements at Mass, and through the present parent body in school. 

There will be an induction meeting for parents of incoming infants in May/June of the year of entry where parents and children will have an opportunity of finding out more about the school, meeting the child’s teacher and paying for books, stationery etc.

Decisions in relation to applications for enrolment are made by the Board of Management in accordance with school policy.  The Board will notify parents of their decision promptly.  Upon acceptance of a place in Junior Infants, a refundable Arts and Crafts Fee of €50.00 will be required.
Equality of access is the key value that determines the enrolment of children to our school.  No child is refused admission for reasons of ethnicity, special educational needs, disability, language/accent, gender, traveller status, asylum-seeker/refugee status, religious/political beliefs & values, family or social circumstances.

In relation to applications for the enrolment of children with Special Needs, it is open to the Board of Management to request a copy of the child’s Medical and/or Psychological Report or where such a report is not available, to request that the child be assessed immediately. The purpose of the Assessment Report is to assist the school in establishing the educational and training needs of the child relevant to his/her disability or special needs and to profile the support services required. 
Following receipt of the report, the Board will assess how the school can meet the needs specified in the report. Where the Board deems that further resources are required, it will, prior to enrolment, request that the Department of Education and Skills provide the resources required to meet the needs of the child as outlined in the psychological or medical report. These resources may include for example, access to or the provision of any or a combination of the following: visiting teacher service, resource teacher for special needs, special needs assistant, specialised equipment or furniture, transport services or other.

The school will meet with the parents of the child to discuss the child’s needs and the school’s suitability or capability in meeting those needs. If necessary, a full case conference involving all parties will be held. This will include parents, Principal, Class Teacher, Learning Support Teacher, Special Class Teacher, Resource Teacher for Special Needs, Inspector and/or Psychologist as appropriate.
It may be necessary for the Board of Management to decide to defer enrolment of a particular child, pending;

· The receipt of an assessment report; and / or

· The provision of appropriate resources by the Department of Education & Skills to meet the needs specified in the Psychological and / or Medical Report.

Pupils may transfer to the school at the beginning of the school year as outlined in circular 24/02 (subject to school policy, available space and in some cases the approval of the Department of Education and Skills). They should then remain enrolled for the remainder of that academic year except in circumstances outlined in circular 24/02 i.e. relocation of the family, transfer to a special school or other exceptional circumstances. 

· This policy is subject to annual review by the Board of Management. Specific details regarding numbers, cut off dates etc., will be updated on September 30th of each year.   

APPENDIX 1.

Registration alone does not guarantee a place in the school. Decisions in relation to applications for enrolment are made by the Board of Management in accordance with the enrolment policy. 

It is the duty of parents to ensure that with the Application Form the School Secretary has all of the following:

A. An original Birth Certificate (together with a photocopy) 

Two of the following as proof of address (these must be dated within two months of application):

a) Electricity Bill

b) Gas Bill

c) Landline Telephone Bill 

d) Lease Agreement
B. A Diagnosis from a Psychiatrist, psychologist, or a multi-disciplinary team that has assessed and classified the applicant as

· having autism or autistic spectrum disorder according to DSM-IV or DSM-V ICD 10 criteria without significant impairment, 
· As well as a recommendation for a placement in a Special Class for Autism by the same professionals as stated point in B.  
· If the child also presents with a general learning disability, this should fall within the Mild range or above. 
· Having initiated contact/support from Beechpark Services
If the school does not receive this documentation with the enrolment application the application will not be processed.

NOTE:

In the event of a child with ASD/Autism being placed in St Francis Xavier JNS mainstream, who does not cope despite resources in place, the Board of Management reserves the right to review each case and offer a place to this child, if an opening arises, in the ASD Unit as a priority under the following circumstances:

· The child’s placement in the mainstream is deemed unsuitable on the grounds of Health and Safety and provision of education to other children.

· The child meets the clinical criteria as set out in Point B.

Offers of a place:

The school will endeavour to place all applicants that comply with the following criteria:

· Applicants must be within the ages of 4 and 7 on the 1st June  2020.
 In the event that the number of children that apply for a place is greater than the number of places the following categories shall be used as a basis for prioritising children;
1. Children living within the boundaries of the catchment area specified in this document and the brothers and sisters (including step-siblings, resident at same address) of children attending St. Francis Xavier Junior and Senior Schools. 
2. Children of current Staff Members of St. Francis Xavier Junior and Senior Schools.

3. Other children applying for a place in St. Francis Xavier Junior National School are entitled to a place if there are vacancies after categories 1 and 2 have been accommodated.

All unsuccessful applicants will be placed on a waiting list, in accordance with the above criteria for places that may become available at a later date.  Unsuccessful applicants will be informed in writing by post of their place on the waiting list.  All unsuccessful applicants have a right of appeal under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998.

Return of Forms of Acceptance

Acceptance forms must be returned within one week of the letter of offer. If the school does not receive the acceptance form within one week the place will be offered to the next child on the waiting list. 

Case Conference

Shortly after accepting a  place it is important that a case conference occur involving the parents, pertinent school staff, SENO and other appropriate professionals to ensure that the school is the appropriate environment for the child and that the appropriate resources and supports are allocated to the school to facilitate the education of the child.

Late Applications

Applications for places in the Autism Class made after 24th January 2020 will only be considered when the initial waiting list for the particular class is cleared. 

This policy is subject to regular review by the Principal / Board of Management
